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ANNUAL 

report 

From the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 

For the Year ended the 7th April 1828. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 15 May 1828. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

THE MOST NOBLE WILLIAM HENRY MARQUESS OF ANGLESEY, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland, 

Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, 

&c. &c. &c. &c. 



MAY IT PLEASE YOUfi EXCELLENCY, 

the Comimssioners of Education in Ireland, constituted by an Act of 

Kinl reo^Tv. of his iL Mltesty 

® ohedience thereto, respectfuUy submit to 'tou{ 

W27 1r£ df™ P^^'^dings, from the 25th day of March 

tl.i'inh’e'l' ‘he Schools of Royal Foundation as have been 

the subject of our particular attention since the period of our last Report 

We have the satisfaction of reporting to Your Excellency, that the extensive 
“"‘• Improvements in the buildings belonging to the^ School of Portori^ 
of / I'S s ?he f completed, and we have paid the builder the sum 
01 £.1,203 3. the amount of his contract; also a sum of /.64. 16. for work 
not specified in it, but afterwards found by our Architect to be indispensablv 
necessary. We have also the satisfaction of stating to Your Excellency tha^ 
by certain Law Proceedings at the last Assises of EnnisSLn^^^we Seeded 

HentTT„r®f P“‘ withourpaylg 

Sent, a plot of Ground m the town of Enniskillen; and having obtained 
a report from the land agent of this School Estate, of the purposes to whfch it 
mrtion T P®' *"•’ h"‘* ‘h“‘ shall be enabled to 

erection nf“ho“ '’"'¥■"8 *"‘s. “ beiM very advantageously situated for the 
PCT alinum!^ ^ ‘h“‘ it will produce when set. about £.40 

'•'>“PP“"tment at not being able to report to Your 
Excellency the erection of a School House at Cafjsfort; theSth ofZ 
Reverend Lambeit Bayley, who liberally proposed to convey a suitable site for 
L th Ph r'V.n'* ™ I’'® Ptepnetor*^ of the town of Carysforl where 

by the Charter of the Endowment of this School it must necessarily be placed 

mem, iiniil liis he r, who is now about twenty years of age, shall attain h;. 
majority, we cannot hope to procure a site for Ufis&hool. ® ^ 

DowLr rstr:fti“e th<;oi‘'’S 

Augurt last, to causea Visitation of the School to be held™andWftaTpu?pose 

executed 



Mj/ 



Royal Schools. 

Enniskillen 

School. 



CARYSFORT. 

DUNCIANNON. 
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executed a Deputation, as prescribed by the Act of the fifty-third George 
3d, c. 107, and the Act of the third George 4th, c. 78, appointing Chamberlen 
William Walker, our late Secretary, our Visitor, whose report thereon made it 
expedient for us to allocate out of the disposable funds of the School, the yearly 
sum of ;^.400, late currency, to the Reverend Mortimer O’Sullivan, appointed 
by his Grace the Lord Primate to manage and superintend the School during 
the lunacy of Doctor Dpwdall ; and, by an order of The Right Honourable 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 31st of January last, Mr. O’Sullivan was accord- 
ingly put ill possession of the School buildings by the Committee of the 
Lunatic, first having entered into security to keep in repair the Master’s, or 
private part of the building, and without risk or expense to the Committee, as 
to the maintenance, support and tuition of the Scholars ; out of the payments 
made into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Commissioners of Education 
for this School, we have discharged the Bills of Tradesmen to the amount of 
£. 80. 16. 2. for repairs to the public part of the building. 

ARMAGH. Since our last Report, an annual sum of ,r.lOO. late currency, of the surplus 
funds of Armagh School, being at our disposal, we considered it advisable to 
appropriate the sum of present currency, to the establishment of Exhibi- 
tions, tor the maintenance of Students of superior merit, sent from the School 
of Armagh to the University of Dublin, to be distributed to such three young 
gentlemen, in equal shares, as shall produce to this Board his Grace the Lord 
Primate’s certificate of their being entitled to the benefit thereof. 

Private Foundation. We beg leave in the next place, to advert to the Schools of Private Foundation, 

mn!" happy to be able to state to Your Excellency, that we have at 

last procured the final decree of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland with respect 
to the Schools of Navan and Ballyroan, thus terminating a suit commenced in 
the Court of Chancery in the year 1735 ; by which decree the nomination and 
appointment of masters to the Schools, are now vested in the Reverend Joseph 
Preston, the heir male of Alderman John Preston, the original Founder, and 
the Reverend Joseph Faviere, the heir at law of David Cairnes, the original 
trustee named in the original deeds of the 5th and 6th of July 1686 ; and we 
have accordingly directed application to be made to them to appoint School- 
masters to these Schools, without delay, and we shall immediately adopt such 
other measures as will render these Establishments efficient ; and by the proper 
application of the fund of 3,140. 7. 4. three and a half per cent Government 
stock, now to the credit of the Commissioners of Education for these Schools, 
this Board will be enabled to build suitable School Houses at Navan and 
Ballyroan, and thus carry into effect the charitable intentions of the Founder. 

CLONMEL. In the last Report made by this Board, we stated to the Marquess Wellesley, 
that the building of a School House at Clonmel was retarded, in consequence 
of the contractors not being able to procure solvent persons to join in the 
security, by recognizance to the Crown, required for the due application and 
expenditure of the loan to defray the expense of the building to be made from 
the Consolidated Fund, the giving such being a condition of the loan ; however, 
in consideration of a proposal made by an eminent builder to undertake the 
contract, and to wait for payment of its amount until the work shall be com- 
pleted and approved of, we have ordered a communication to be made to the 
Crown Solicitor, for the purpose of ascertaining whether that offer ought not 
to lay sufficient ground for the acceptance of the builder’s recognizance, with 
two sureties, in compliance with the words of the Act of Parliament, without 
inquiring into the solvency of the persons named as sureties. Should this be 
acceded to by Government, this Board will be enabled to erect a School House 
on the site granted by the late Right Honourable Colonel Bagwell, without 
further loss of time. 

MiDLETON. In relation to the School of Midleton, we have to inform Your Excellency, 
that shortly after the date of our last Report, we were enabled to enter into 
a contract with a Mr. David Power, to execute the repairs and improvements 
of the School House, according to a plan in point of expense reduced within 
our means, and amended by our architect, and to a specification furnished by 
him for the sum of 1,600, and the work being now sufficiently advanced, we 

have 
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have given directions to our architect to inspect them, in order to entitle the 
contractor to the payment of an instalment on the foot of his contract, if they 
shall be lound properly executed. *' 

Having directed a considerable time since, that proceedings by information 
in Chancery m the name of the Attorney General, should be taken without 
delay, against the tenants of the School lands of Midleton, in order to impeach 
the two leases under which they derive, made to them by the trustees of this 
School estate, in the years I7IO and I712, each at the yearly rent of / 100 per 
annum, for lives, with covenants for perpetual renewal, on payment of a fine 
of £.25 at the fall of each life, we did not then apprehend that such law oro- 
ceedings would meet with any delay ; but our solicitors, have on a requisition 
from this Board, lately reported to us, that the informations could not be 
immediately filed, according to the directions of this Board, as counsel on 
perusing the drafts of the informations, directed that the number of witnesses 
to the original grant of the 23d October 1696, should be stated in the infer- 
mations^ and that in consequence of the copy of this grant not setting forth 
names of the witnesses, it became necessary to make search in the different 
offices of Record, in order to discover whether the deed was enrolled, which 
caused delay, and the search for the enrolment afterwards proved unsuccessful • 
but they have also reported to us, that in the course of other searches directed 
by counsel, an original deed was discovered by accident unenrolled, bearing 
date 26th May 1703, which is a conveyance from the trustees for the sale o? 
forfeited estates in Ireland to the trustees named in the copy of the original 
grant, made m pursuance of an Act of the 1st of Anne, entitled, » An Act 
tor the relief of Francis Spring and other Protestant tenants of the forfeited 
estates m Ireland, and for confirming a Protestant settlement at Portarlino-ton, 
and of a chanty at Midleton, in the county of Cork,” &c. And® our 
solicitors have ^rther reported, that this deed was not discovered till about 
a month ago; but now that the draft of the informations has been amended 
andlaid before counsel, we have every reason to expect, and have peremptorily 
directed, that the informations shall be filed in a very few days ; and should the 
result of this proceeding be a decree to set aside the leases of I710 and 1712 
It will enable this endowment to derive the full benefit of the produce of its 
estate, which in 1812 appeared, by a Report of the Commissioners for inqumng 
into the state of all Schools of public and private foundation in Ireland to 
have been then of the value of ^^.2,000 per annum if discharged of the leases. 

With respect to the Diocesan and District Schools, we have to inform Your Di„c.„. ,„d 
Exce lenc}, that much progiess has not hitherto been made in their general District Schooli. 
esfabhshment, the grand juries of the counties in which they are to be placed 
still declining, except in some few instances already reported by us. to present 
funds to be raised towards the erection of School Houses; and unless it is made 
imperative on them to do so by an amendment of the Act of Parliament we 
cannot expect to derive much assistance from these sources. Some uncertaintv 
appears to prevail respecting the continuance of these establishments on their 
present footing, m consequence of a recommendation in the Report of the 
Commissioners of Education Inquiry, that the masters of these schools should 
be left to provide houses for their residences, and for carrying on the schools; 

n I c Commissioners recommendation, that the sites of some of the 
schools fixed by tins Boar,!, with the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant and 
Council, ought to be changed; and until such uncertainty is put an end to. 
the pand pines maybe unwilling to make presentments; and so the public does 
not derive from the Diocesan and District Schools the benefit intended by the 
legisiature though the unasters’ salaries are paid, in most cases, by the bishops 
and benefi^d clergy of each diocese, in the proportions prescribed by the 
tatntes. We have further to report to Your Excellency, that our piasent 
secretary was directed, in February last, to make appiiktion. by letter, to 
he tre^urers of the severdl counties throughout Ireland, for Returns from each, 
specifying the several sums winch have been presented by the several grand 
juries on account of tlie Diocesan District School of the diocese or dioceses 
rterem tlie same is situated, and to lodge the sums collected in the Bank of 
Ire and to our credit, on account of the respective schools; and, accordingly. 

Returns have been made by a few, of presentments to a very trivial amount ; 

33'- A 2 
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Ardfert and 
Agbadoe. 
Armagh and 
Connor. 
Down and 
Dromorr. 



and all the rest, with the exception of the counties of Antrim, Down, Kerry, 
Limerick and Monaghan, and citjr of Limerick, have returned, that no pre- 
sentments have been made for this purpose; we have not, however, as yet 
procured from all the treasurers of counties wherein presentments were made, 
the lodgment in the Bank of Ireland, of all the monies levied under such 
presentments, and now in their hands, but such monies as have been paid in 
we have caused to be funded ; and we expect shortly to be able to erect 
a School House at Tralee, in the county of Kerry, for the dioceses of Ardfert 
and Aghadoe ; and a School House at Ballymena, in the county of Antrim, for 
the district composed of the dioceses of Armagh and Connor. 

We have to state to Your Excellency, that in consequence of the present- 
ment of £.1,000 late currency, made by the grpd jury of the county of Down, 
for the purpose of establishing at Downpatrick the District School of the 
dioceses of Down and Dromore, we have a reasonable prospect of being shortly 
able to commence the building of a School House suited to the sum presented, 
having recently received proposals from builders of character for executing the 
works according to the specification of our architect. 



Limerick, Killaloe The presentment made by the grand jury of the county and city of Limerick 
and Kilfe’nora. ’ forms one of the excepted cases, and our attention is anxiously and particularly 
directed to the procurement of a site for the erection of a School House in the 
city of Limerick, for the district composed of the united dioceses of Limerick, 
Killaloe and Kilfenora; and we have received communications on the subject 
from the agent of the Earl of Limerick, and we have hopes hereafter to be able 
to make a favourable report to Your Excellency on the subject of this school, 
particularly as the funds already levied amount to £.1,533. 8. 6|. 

We have to state to Your Excellency, that our late secretary, Chamberlen 
William Walker, esq. died in the month of December last, and for a long time 
before his death was incapable of attending to his duty, which occasioned much 
confusion in the business of the Board, all the letters and papers being in his 
possession. In the following month we elected our present secretary, William 
Charles Quinn, esq. in his room and stead ; and we are now directing our 
attention to such matters as had fallen into arrear, and which should otherwise 
have been part of the subject matter of our present Report. 

And, finally, with the view of ascertaining the system of Education, a,nd the 
number of scholars in the Schools subjected to our jurisdiction, we have directed 
Returns thereof to be made by the masters, most of which have been received ; 
and with respect to the Schools of private endowment not required by ^eir 
constitution to teach their scholars the Latin classics, but intended to afford 
instruction to the youth of every sex and persuasion, we have the satisfaction 
of observing, that the number of scholars attending these schools is very con- 
siderable ; and we particularly allude to the schools of Tullyvin, in the county 
of Cavan, and Rathvilly, in the county of Carlow, where School Houses have 
been only lately built, as stated in our Report of last year; and notwith- 
standing their recent establishment, the number of young people receiving 
education, amounts in the former to 235, and in the latter to 44-2. 



(signed) 

Dated April the 7th, 1828. 

fVUliam Cha' Qwinn, 

Secretary. 



RICHARD CASHEL, 


(seal.) 


NATHANIEL MEATH, 


(seal.) 


JOHN RADCLIFF, 


(seal.) 


S. KYLE, 


(seal) 
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